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Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


»<%*«  F' 


DRONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


HEALTH  OF  DRONFIELD 


1957 


By 

JOHN  REID  GR  AH  AM,  M B.,  Ch  B„  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1957. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  show  some  note-^ 
worthy  figures. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  district  (Regist- 
rar General’s  figures)  show  an  increase  of  500  from  1955. 

The  most  pleasing  feature  however,  is  that  the  in- 
fantile death  rate  was  nil.  In  1955  it  was  8 per  1,000 
which  represented  1 infant  death,  in  1956  it  was  24  per 
1,000  but  the  present  nil  return  is  certainly  a record.  It 
is  also  gratifying  that  nil  returns  are  recorded  in  deaths 
from  measles,  whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea  (under  two 
'years). 

The  figures  are  most  satisfactory  and  while  of 
course  they  are  impossible  to  improve  upon  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  can  be  maintained  at  a low  level. 

Again  I take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Coun- 
cil and  my  colleagues  for  their  help. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  GRAHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


2 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  figures)  8,930 

BIRTH  RATE. 

18.70  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 
18.92  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  births. 

DEATH  RATE. 

8.73  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

From  Sepsis  Nil 

From  other  causes  Nil 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF 
AGE. 

All  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Live  Births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 

BIRTHS  IN  DRONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Live  Births: — 

Males:  Total  99  — Legitimate  ...  ...  87 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  2 

Females  Total  68  — Legitimate  ...  ...  66 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  2 

Still  Births:— 

Males  Total  1 — Legitimate  1 

Females  Total  1 — Legitimate  1 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

Males  Total  Nil. 

Females  Total  Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  FOUR  WEEKS  OF  AGE 

Males  Total  Nil. 

Females  Total  Nil 
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Disease 

Total 

Number 

Notified 

Case: 

Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

6 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

G 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

0 

0 

0 

„ (Non-Paralytic) 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

5 

Measles 

9 

2 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

1 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS  RETURN  FOR  1957 

Age  NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Period  Non-  Non- 


in years  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


M 

F.'  _ M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

0 

0 0 

0 

C 0© 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 & over 

0 

0 0 

0 

• 00 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 & over 

0 

0 0 

0 

ooo 

G 

0 

0 

0 

15  & over 

0 

0 0 

0 

• oe 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  & over 

1 

0 0 

0 

• oc 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35  & over 

0 

G 0 

0 

• •o 

G 

0 

0 

0 

45  & over 

2 

0 0 

0 

coo 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55  & over 

0 

0 0 

0 

eoo 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65  & over 

1 

0 1 

0 

eoo 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

© 1 

0 

• •e 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cases  included  above 

Not  Primary 

Not  Notified 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 


DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS,  1957 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5 years 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years 

1 

1 

2 

10 — 15  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 5 — -20  years 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years 

1 

1 

2 

35 — 45  years 

2 

3 

5 

45 — 55  years 

6 

1 

7 

55 — 65  years 

6 

8 

14 

65 — 70  years 

2 

2 

4 

70 — 75  years 

9 

3 

12 

75 — 80  years 

5 

9 

14 

80 — 85  years 

5 

8 

13 

85 — 90  years 

— 

3 

3 

90 — 95  years 

1 

2 

3 

38 

41 

79 

5 


TREATMENT  CENTRE,  POOLSBROOK. 


Number  of  cases  — 12. 


Adults 


5-1 5 under  5 


Total 


Scabies. 


Bolsover  U.D.C. 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  Borough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

a o a 

3 

3 

2 

8 

Dronfield  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

2 

8 

Head  Lice 

Bolsover  U.D.C. 

... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  Borough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

fcaa 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0 ' 

Dronfield  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

• * • 

0 

4(0) 

0 

4(0) 

0 

4(o) 

0 

4(o) 

Scabies  with  Verminous  Heads 

Bolsover  U.D.C. 

... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  Borough 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

• • a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

a a a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dronfield  U.D.C. 

a a a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

a a a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

c 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

0 

Miscellaneous 

Pediculosis  Corporis 

1 

Chesterfield 

R.D.C. 

Pediculosis  Pubis 

0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DRONFIELD 


URBAN  DISTRICT  DURING  1957 


Males 

All  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Tuberculosis  respiratory  ...  ...  0 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ...  ...  0 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ...  0 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  0 

Meningococcal  infections  ...  ...  0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach,  ...  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uteru.3  ...  0 

Oiher  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  4 
Luekaemia,  aluekaemia  ...  ...  0 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  4 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  6 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  0 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  0 

Influenza  O0.  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ...  0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ...  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  0 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  0 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ...  0 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ..  0 


F emales 

40 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

3 
1 
0 

4 
2 
1 

13 

2 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Again  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
is  very  low.  Eleven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified, 
nine  measles  and  four  whooping  cough.  In  addition  the 
cases  were  all  of  a mild  type.  It  does  seem  that  for  the 
present  anyhow  that  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
which  were  of  concern  25  years  ago  are  not  an  import- 
ant factor  in  Public  Health  to-day. 

On  the  other  hand  virus  infections  are  becoming 
more  common  or  at  any  rate  the  diagnosis  is  made  more 
irequently  and  certain  intestinal  infections  such  as  Sonne 
are  causing  small  epidemics. 
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DRONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
Eric  M.  Housecroft,  M.A.P.H.I. 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my 
Report  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during 
the  year  1957. 


HOUSING  ACT 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Ref.  6/57  Farwater  Lane/Eldon  Croft,  Compul- 
sory Purchase  Order. 

,,  7/57  Mill  Lane,  Clearance  Order  No  .7. 

„ 8/57  Mill  Lane,  Clearance  Order  No  .8. 

These  areas  were  determined  during  the  year  con- 
sisting of  33  properties  and  94  persons.  61  families  from 
condemned  properties  were  rehoused  in  new  houses. 

A number  of  older  people  who  had  lived  in  the 
condemned  houses,  in  some  cases  nearly  all  their  lives, 
were  very  reluctant  to  leave  them,  but,  on  the  whole 
after  being  in  the  new  houses  for  only  a short  time  were 
very  satisfied— as  one  old  lady  pensioner  remarked  to 
me— “We  should  have  been  up  here  years  ago”. 

Two  public  enquiries  into  Clearance  Orders,  were 
held  during  the  year. 
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The  following  figures  give  an  indication  of  how 
the  district  is  growing. 


Local  Private  Enterprise 

Authority  Houses 


1946 

50 

19 

1947 

76 

31 

1948 

99 

12 

1949 

49 

15 

1950 

6 

10 

1951 

24 

6 

1952 

40 

8 

1953 

4 

43 

1954 

28 

53 

1955 

44 

129 

1956 

10 

193 

1957 

64 

181 

494  709 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Improvement  grants  were  approved  in  respect  of  the 


following:— 

1.  E V.  B.  Kennington,  31  Market  Place, 

Bolsover  in  respect  of  37  Chesterfield 

Read,  Dronfield  £86 

2.  C.  F.  Smith,  Hall  Farm,  Dronfield  Woodhouse 

in  respect  of  181  Carr  Lane,  Dronfield  Wood- 
house  £90 

3.  Mr  Biggin,  3 Snape  Hill,  Dronfield  in  respect 

of  2 Snape  Hill,  Dronfield  £128 

4.  and  in  respect  of  3 Snape  Hill,  Dronfield  £76 

5.  Mr  C.  M.  Platts,  14  Scarsdale  Road  in  res- 
pect of  the  above  house.  £72 

6.  Mr  A.  Jackson,  93  Chesterfield  Road  in 

respect  of  the  above  house  £88 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


Collections  are  still  giving  some  cause  for  concern 
in  so  far  that  with  present  establishments  we  have  not 
managed  to  reach  a 7 day  collection,  the  increased  num- 
ber of  premises  being  a major  cause  of  delay,  although 
sickness  and  holidays  all  take  their  respective  toll  of  lab- 
our available  for  this  work. 

Disposal  is  still  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  and 
salvage  operations  are  still  in  being. 

During  the  year  salvage  materials  realised  £1632 
16  lOd.  an  increase  of  £163  10  ad.  on  the  previous  year’s 
sales,  this  in  the  main  being  due  to  increased  tonnage' 
of  waste  paper,  the  figures  being  as  follows:— 


T. 

C. 

Q- 

Lbs 

l s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

157 

7 

3 

8 

1391  2 

11 

Scrap  Tins 

42 

13 

3 

0 

173  14 

2 

Heavy  Scrap  Iron 

2 

4 

0 

7 

42  12 

6 

Light  Scrap  Iron 

3 

9 

1 

12 

17  6 

3 

Rubber 

5 

1 

0 

12 

9 

Textiles 

1 

9 

2 

22 

7 8 

6 

207 

10 

0 

3 

1632  18 

10 

2 Conversions  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

100  Hill  Top  Road.  M.R.  No.  10/347/56-7. 

215  Holmley  Lane.  M.R.  No.  10/211/57-8. 

FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

ICE  CREAM. 

3 licences  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice-cream  were 
granted  as  follows:— 

1.  Mr  G.  W.  Cocker,  Post  Office,  Coal  Aston. 

2.  Mrs  Betty  Wood,  13  Quoit  Green. 

3.  Mr  F.  B.  Clifton,  9 School  Lane. 

Foodstuffs  condemned  was  very  small  this  year  be- 
ing nine  28  lbs.  tins  of  Frozen  Whole  Egg. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


One  set  of  instruments  as  follows  were  set  up  on 
the  1st  April,  1957,  i.e.  One  soot  deposit  gauge  and  one 
Lead  Peroxide  Instrument. 


Readings 

for  the  9 months  of 

the  year 

from  the 

1st  April  to  31st  December,  1957  are 

set  out  be 

low.. 

SOOT  DEPOSIT 

RAINFALL 

TONS  PER  SQ  MILE  IN  INCHES 

SULPHUR 

April,  1957 

8.01 

0.19 

1.55 

May 

10.07 

1.46 

1.32 

June 

11.46 

1.46 

0.90 

July 

9.94 

3.43 

0.74 

August 

8.05 

3.59 

0.72 

September 

9.51 

5.00 

0.37 

October 

6.13 

1.34 

1.34 

November 

9.51 

2.80 

1.82 

December 

7.75 

1.93 

1.97 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


All  the  Local  Authority  properties  have  been  kept 
under  close  supervision  and  various  private  premises 
were  cleared  during  the  year.  We  continue  to  remain; 
free  of  any  major  troubles  in  the  district. 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS,  1928-1936 


19  Licences  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit,, 
totalling  17,570  gallons,  were  granted. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES: 


The  Public  Convenience  at  the  Junction  of  Green 
Lane  and  Chesterfield  Road  is  still  in  its  usual  condition 
—a  disgrace  to  any  Local  Authortiy. 


12 


.... 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 


The  following  carcases  were  inspected  in  the  dis- 
trict after  slaughter. 

Bullocks  Heifers  Cows  Pigs  Sheep  Calves 
13  40  1 10  145  1 

of  these  only  two  heifers  were  found  to  be  affected  by 
tuberculosis. 

Four  bullocks,  four  sheep,  four  pigs  and  three  heif- 
ers were  affected  by  other  diseases  or  conditions. 

One  bullock  carcase  and  offal  was  treated  by  Re- 
frigeration—being  affected  with  CYSTICERCUS— BOVIS. 

A total  weight  of  158  lbs.  of  carcase  meat  and,  of- 
fals was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

100%  meat  inspection  is  being  carried  out  in  the 
district. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1)1) 
1954. 

10  Licences  were  granted  under  the  above  Regula- 
tions. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  & Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949-1953 

10  Licences  were  granted  under  the  above  Regula- 
tions. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  and  the  Slaughter  of 
Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954 

4 Slaughterman’s  Licences  were  granted  under  the 
above  Act.  One  application  has  been  refused. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

40  samples  of  drinking  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

At  times  the  colour  and  taste  of  the  drinking  water 
leaves  much  to  be  desired,  a distinct  taste  of  disinfectant 
being  discernable. 

Two  bacteriological  samples  were  reported  as  un- 
satisfactory—one  from  the  piped  supply  and  one  well 
water. 
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RECORD  OF  VISITS  DURING  1957 


Accumulations 

Alleged  dirty  houses 

Alterations  to  existing  property 

Bakehouses  and  Food  premises 

Caravans 

Cesspools 

Choked  drains 

Conversions  of  privy  middens  to  water  closets 
Council  house  maintenance  ... 

Clerk’s  department 
Drains— defective 
Drains  tested 
New  drains 
Dustbins, 

Factories 

Flooded  cellars 

Housing  Act,  1936 

Housing  defects  general 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  and  retailers 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning 

Improvement  Grants 

Interviews  with  builders,  etd 

Land  Charge  enquiries 

Miscellaneous 

Nuisance  from  poultry,  etc. 

Offensive  smells 
Petroleum  Licences 
Places  of  entertainment 
Rats 

Refuse  collection  and  salvage 
Shops 

Sinks,  defective 
Sink  wastes  choked 
Slaughterhouses 
Smoke  abatement 
Surveyor’s  department 
Vermin  infestation 
Water  closet  defects 
Water  supplies 
Water  sampling 
Rent  Act,  1957 


7 

2 

57 
141 

9 
34 
89 

3 

656 

76 

67 

29 

15 

228 

42 

27 

318 

272 

14 

58 
33 
23 

9 
61 

10 
5 

58 
5 

421 

152 

11 

5 

9 

59 
45 

10 
1 
9 

96 

64 

42 


14 


WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE 
YEAR  1957. 

Number  of  Middens  converted  to  water  closets  2 

At  No.  100  Hill  Top  Road  M.R.  10/347/56/7. 

At  No.  215  Holmley  Lane  M.R.  10/211/57/8. 

New  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  12 

Water  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Premises  affected  by  abovh  ...  ...  ...  46 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  ..  ...  ...  9 

New  drains  constructed  ...  ...  ...  250  ft.  11 

Soil  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  ft. 

Ventilation  Shafts  repaired  or  new...  ...  ...  48  ft. 

New  manholes  constructed  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  trapped  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  dustbins  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

House  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  eaves  spouts  fixed  and  repaired  ...  ...  87  ft. 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wallplaster  repaired  ...  ..  ...  ...  3 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fireplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  fireplaces  fitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Windows  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  ...  10 

Burst  water  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  4 

House  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  bathrooms  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  lavatory  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Damp-proof  courses  fitted  ...  ...  ...  42  ft. 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  supplies  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

E.  M.  HOUSECROFT,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Public  Health  Inspector  & Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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